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Chapter I. General Provisions.... 
Article 2. The following levels of people's courts shall be 
established in the CPR: (1) people's courts of hsien level; (2) 
people's courts of provincial level; and (3) the Supreme People's 
Court. 
Article 3. To consolidate the people's democratic dictatorship, 
uphold the new democratic social order, and safeguard the fruit of 
the people's revolution and all lawful rights and interests, people's 
courts shall: 
(1) Try criminal cases, and punish criminals endangering the 
State, wrecking social order, or infringing the lawful rights and 
interests of the State, public organizations or individuals; and, 
(2) Try civil actions, and settle disputes between government 
organs, business enterprises, public organizations, or involving 
the rights and interests of individuals. 
People's courts shall, through their trials and by other means, 
conduct propaganda-education among litigants and among the masses 
in general, concerning the observance of the laws of the State. 
Article 4. The trial of cases by people's courts shall be 
based on the provisions of the Common Program of the CPPCC and the 
laws, decrees, decisions and orders promulgated by the people's 
government. Where no /specific7 regulation is applicable, the 
policy of the Central People's Government will be adhered to. 
Article 5. People's courts are fundamentally divided into 
three levels and adopt the two-trial system, with people's courts 
of hsien level as basic courts of first trial, and people's courts 
of provincial level as basic courts of second trial. In general, 
the second trial is also the final trial; but under unusual circumstances the first trial or the 
third trial may be final… 
Article 10. The trial work of a people's court of lower level 
shall be subject to the leadership and supervision of the people's 
court of higher level having jurisdiction over the lower court. Its 
judicial administration is subject to the leadership of the higher 
organ of judicial administration. 
People's courts of all levels (including branch courts and 
branch sections of the SPC) form organic parts of the people's 
governments of the corresponding level, and are subject to the 
leadership and supervision of people's government councils of the 
corresponding level.... 
The presidents of people's courts of all levels shall lead and 
supervise the work of these courts. Section chiefs shall lead and 
supervise the work of their respective sections. Presidents and 



section chiefs may, in trying individual cases, appoint themselves 
to be presiding judges. 
 
Chapter II. People's Courts at hsien Level 
Article 11. People's courts at hsien level are basically courts 
of first trial, and consist of the following three types: 
(1) Hsien (or banner, or other administrative district or 
autonomous district corresponding to hsien) people's courts; 
(2) People's courts of municipalities under the jurisdiction of 
provincial people's governments; and, 
(3) Ch'u /district7 people's courts in municipalities under the 
jurisdiction of the CPU or any of the regional MAC's. 
Article 12. People's courts at hsien level shall have charge 
of the following: 
(1) First trial of criminal and civil cases, except as other- 
wise provided...; 
„ (2) Mediation of civil and light criminal cases; 
(3) Execution of judgment in criminal and civil cases; 
(4) Carrying out notarial and other non-litigious duties 
specified by law; and, 
(5) Directing mediation work in areas under their jurisdiction... 
Chapter III. People's Courts at Provincial Level 
Article 18. People's courts of provincial level are basically 
courts of second trial, and consist of the following two types: 
(1) Provincial (or administrative area or autonomous area 
corresponding to province) people's courts and their branch courts 
or sections; and, 
(2) Municipal people's courts in municipalities directly under 
the jurisdiction of the CPG or an administrative region. 
Article 19. Provincial people's courts shall have charge of 
the following: 
(l) Criminal and civil appellate cases from judgments handed 
down at the first trial in hsien or municipal people's courts; 
(2) First trial of criminal and civil cases of provincial 
importance (as determined by the provincial people's court); 
(3) Criminal and civil cases in first trial in hsien or municipal 
 people's courts which, because of their importance or for other 
reasons, the provincial people's court determines should be handled 
by itself...; 
(4) First trial of criminal and civil cases referred by hsien 
or municipal people's courts with the consent of the provincial 
people's court...; 
(5) Criminal and civil cases of first trial where jurisdiction 
is given to the provincial people's court by law; 
(6) First trial of criminal and civil cases handed down by the 
people's government above the provincial level, or by the SPC, its 
branch courts or sections; and, 
(7) Execution of judgment in criminal and civil cases.... 
Article 22. A people's court of provincial level shall guide 
and supervise the trial work of hsien level people's courts under 
its jurisdiction and, under the leadership of a higher judicial 
department, shall take charge of the judicial administration of the 



whole area.... 
Chapter IV. The Supreme People's Court 
Article 27. The SPC of the CPG is the highest trial court in 
the country. It is also responsible for leadership and supervision 
of the trial work of lower courts of various levels throughout the 
country. 
Article 28. The SPC shall have charge of the following: 
(l) Criminal and civil appellate cases from people's courts 
of provincial level, including those appealed from second trial in 
the provincial courts, provided the appeal is permitted in the 
judgment; 
(2) First trial of criminal and civil cases of national 
importance, involving encroachment upon or jeopardy of state or 
public property, or involving other issues of extraordinary 
importance; 
(3) Criminal and civil cases of first trial, where jurisdiction 
is given to the SPC by law; 
(4) First trial of criminal and civil cases prosecuted by the 
CPG; 
(5) Assumption of jurisdiction over criminal and civil cases 
Chapter V. Working Relations Between People's Courts 
and Offices of People's Procurators 
Article 36. Personnel of offices of People's Procurators shall 
act as prosecutors for the State in cases brought to trial by the 
offices. In accordance with legal procedures, they may also take 
part in criminal cases or important civil cases under direct investigation or trial by a people's 
court.... 
Article 58. When an office of the People's Procurator participates 
in the trial of a case either as prosecutor or in another 
capacity, and considers the judgment of the people's court in that 
case to be contrary to law, or improper, it may oppose the judgment. 
In such cases, the people's court shall refer the statement of 
opposition, and the files of the cases concerned, to a higher 
people's court for trial. 
When an office of the People's Procurator considers a final 
judgment of a people's court to be seriously in error, it may oppose 
the judgment and request a re-trial in accordance with legal  
procedure. The Office of the People's Procurator-General may oppose a 
final judgment given by the Supreme People's Court, and request a 
retrial in accordance with legal procedure.... 
 


